"Premium Agriculture and Food Project™

--- Premium Agriculture and Food lead to healthy rural areas and world ---

International Symposium on Agricultural Education for Sustainable Development (Ag-ESD
Symposium) organized by the Agricultural and Forest Research Center (AFRC) of University of
Tsukuba has been held annually from 2008. The principal of Ag-ESD is to promote education and
enlightenment activities for sustainable development of agriculture, farm villages, and the world

from the viewpoint of rural areas.

One of the most important issues in the 21st century is elimination of differences in poverty and
wealth between developed countries and developing countries, as well as within developed and
developing countries. Except for a few developed countries, farm villages are generally poor in
comparison with urban areas. Therefore, efforts should contribute to the enrichment of farm villages
in rural areas. Each country and each rural area must understand their climate and environment,
cultivate a love of their countries, and seek high quality agriculture, food and environment through

technology transfer and globalization to bring coexistence throughout the world.

The world is changing continuously. If the changes can be divided into Yang and Yin, the society of
Yin in some developed countries with problems of population decrease and aging will gently shift to
a society focused on farming, production and consumption of local farm products, networking
society, intergenerational ethics, environmental ethics and other similar activities (Fig. 1). To attain a
society of Yang and Yin with happiness, monetary stability andsome competition, efforts for
technological development are required (Fig. 2). Furthermore, education and research organizations
are expected to commit to and promote “"Premium Agriculture and Food" as a powerful tool to

realize development of an ideal society in the future.

The theme of Ag-ESD Symposium 2014 is "Agriculture and Food Premium Project”. We look
forward to fruitful discussions during the symposium through the cooperation of not only
universities, but also research institutes, government offices, private companies and other interested

parties.

Executive Committee of Ag-ESD Symposium 2014
Ryozo Noguchi
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Fig. 1. Philosophical cycle involving agriculture, energy and the environment

Observatory ME ble Village JuETL)
# @ - . - s Apricot

Plant factory -~ y Cherry
Meteorologlcal g Solar anel ight
5. v - observatory / P T
i ’ﬂ?‘\ 2 equipment ﬂ Workshop 3 é
Soil wall =z . ) ’_)
g G < H //@ - AN Wind turbine
-~ E.V. Tractor \‘\\
e ) 1 1 —— S
- \. L i 1 "l X S b
~ ! ™ =

3 \\.\\
N Ak (D
y

w_\ Qya stone

"% 2 t‘ﬂ“} £x

¥ L Lo L
Walk way -;35"'-‘ i

i

Keyaki

Water place

Vineyard
w f 7 Cherry blossom of
S s ol A iy g Lawn
H ‘(j‘.‘"\, Lawn
-~ U .
Sign ™ .

Fig. 2. Conceptual design of a farmer's house and field for a sustainable village
(Courtesy of Busujima Architects)
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