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Abstract

Recent trends in agricultural engineering education at universities in Japan were analyzed using a database
on the curriculum at agriculture-related colleges (Ag-Base) developed by the Agricultural and Forestry
Research Center, University of Tsukuba. The numbers of university that have special programs for agricultural
engineering education decreased from 32 in 1983 to 18 in 2011. During the same period, the keywords
“agriculture” and “machinery” of course titles in agricultural engineering education have diminished, but the
keywords “environment” and “biology” have increased. These results reveal that the focus of agricultural
engineering education in Japan has shifted from traditional efficiency, labor saving and infrastructure oriented

curriculum to environmental oriented curriculum.
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