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Abstract

A kind of fiber crops, kenaf (Hibiscus cannabinus 1L.) has been cultivated in tropical and subtropical area in the
world. Kenaf are paid an attention to about the use as a forage crop recently. In this research, we tried to clear
the feature of fermentation of silage of kenaf plants, which were cultivated at a upland field and a paddy field.
Kenaf (var. Everglades 41) was cultivated in Agricultural and Forestry Research Center, University of Tsukuba
in 2009. As a first cutting, plats are harvested at 20 cm high from the soil surface when plant heights were about
120 cm, and then all of regrowth plants were harvested after 3 months later. All plants were cut to small pieces
which were less than 2 cm long and then they were put into plastic bags. Bags were degased and stored at 20°C
for fermentation. As a result, kenaf silages were kept in good condition for the storage because of the low pH in
bags although lactic acid content of silages was low. This result shows low pH situation of silage was the result

of low pH of kenaf plants, and this feature affected the lactic fermentation of kenaf silages.

Key words: Cuttings, Kenaf, Paddy field, Silage.
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